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"CHICAGO'S WACKER DRIVE" TO HEAD YEAR-LONG TECHNOLOGY SYMPOSIUM 
CHARLESTON - In commemoration of Eastern Illinois University's School of 
Technology's Centennial Anniversary, an extended technology symposium titled, "Technology 
and Us," has been planned. 
The series will begin at 11 a.m. Monday, Sept. 16, with "Chicago's Wacker Drive: A 
Technology Challenge," a presentation by Stan Kaderbek, deputy commissioner, chief 
engineer. Kaderbek will deliver his presentation in the EIU Lumpkin Hall Auditorium, room 
2030. Admission is free and open to the public. 
The Wacker Drive project in downtown Chicago has been described as "a real challenge 
to the building construction industry" as a multi-story infrastructure is demolished and rebuilt-
and all while the traffic and skyscrapers around it adhere to the motto, "business as usual." 
Kaderbek will discuss the Wacker Drive project as a surgical treatment to one of the 
ailing infrastructure components of downtown Chicago. In video and with colorful detailed 
pictures, he will explain the what, why, where, who, when and how related to this mega project. 
The following week, Eastern's School of Technology will sponsor "The Face and the 
Inside of Our Planet Earth," presented by Alan Baharlou, chair of Eastern's geology/geography 
department, and "Us and Technology," presented by Craig Eckert, professor of 
sociology/anthropology. That hour-long event is set to begin at 7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 23, in the 
Arcola/Tuscola Room of the University Union. Once again, admission is free and open to the 
general public. 
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During the first part of the session, Baharlou will cover (or, perhaps, uncover!) the face 
of planet earth and discuss how technology has allowed the planet's inhabitants to become 
more knowledgeable about the geographical features found here. 
He also will discuss the role of technological engineering projects, such as man-made 
canals and dams, in changing the face of earth - and how those changes reflect on each of us. 
During the second part of the session, Eckert will discuss the effect of technology on 
societies and relations, as well as individuals. While technology is created by people, 
technology also has the ability- for better or for worse- to shape people's lives as they 
become dependent on it. 
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